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A Survey of Playground Environments in Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) Settings

Kiyomi AKITA, Machiko TSUJITANI, Kaori ISHIDA, Mariko MIYATA and Yuta MIYAMOTO

The quality of Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) outside environments is becoming an important theme, but not

enough is known yet about the settings and practices in Japanese playgrounds. To discuss the way to guarantee the quality of

children’s experiences, studies were reviewed for foreign countries and Japan, and research was done about playgrounds and outside

environments in 1,740 Japanese centers. Similarities and differences between centers were shown, evaluationg scales were made from

results, and some important ideas of practice were revealed. In conclusion, there are many differences between outside settings of

centers. Practices that have longitudinal view, understanding of surroundings, and enough communication between staffs lead to richer

environments. The important points from both tangible and intangible elements of centers’ environments should be clarified.
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