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I want to congratulate the Center for Early Childhood Development, Education, and Policy
Research at the University of Tokyo for organizing this symposium. Japan has been a long-
standing contributor to OECD's work on early childhood education and care. The Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the National Institute for Education
Policy Research, and the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare have all been actively
involved. That's all for very good reasons. The early years are about so much more than just
the care for children. Early childhood education is the foundation for the cognitive, the social,

and the emotion development of children and indeed, for life-long and life-wide learning.

As the 6th volume of our publication Starting Strong highlights the curriculum and the quality
of the workforce; they are the central pillars for quality in early childhood education and care
and they are powerful tools to create alignment and encourage coordination across all of the
stages of education and social development. Early childhood education and care also needs to
be responsive to the changes in our societies and to the visions and the expected challenges for
our future societies so that they can help our youngest to grow and to learn, to become children
who can think for themselves, who can live with themselves, who can live with other people

and work with them, and who can live with the planet.



Japan has been actually a pioneer in shaping the curriculum for the early years and raised the
reflect the future and the key learning areas that the OECD has defined in the future of work in
the education framework, such as child agency, curiosity, collaboration, self-regulation,
perseverance. As children in Japan now expand in opportunities to participate in early
childhood education and care since provision has been made free by the government, it's time

to shift the attention from access to quality and from care to learning.

Historically, policies in Japan have focused on setting norms to safeguard the safety of children.
Of course, that is very important but we know that it is the quality of the interactions which
matters most for children's development, for their learning, and also for their well-being. In
Starting Strong we call that “process quality” and fostering process quality means designing
policies in a way that best facilitates the most meaningful interactions in early childhood

education and care settings. That means, going beyond regulation.

And I know, that's what I want to discuss today and I'm sure your discussions will help Japan

and Japanese children to build a better future.



