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A Literature Review on the Views of Rights Concerning Children’s Reading:

Focusing on How These Relate to the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Yoko WAKABAYASHI

This review paper examines the origins of children’s rights in relation to their reading. First, it focuses on the debates surrounding the

rights of library users and the right of access to information for persons with disabilities and linguistic minorities, drawing on relevant

previous research and supplementary historical sources from the 1970s through 2000s. Then, the paper points out that not only the basic

phase of ensuring children’s reading opportunities, but also the applied phase of protecting appropriate activities and environments for

reading, have been identified in recent years. This is examined in light of documents published in 2018 by the International Federation

of Library Associations and Institutions and the International Literacy Association. This study concludes that the practices and theories

that have identified children’s rights in relation to reading are, to some extent, connected to the principles noted in the United Nations’

Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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