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Dear friends from Italy and around the world, thank you for your
solidarity, and the messages you are sending us in these very

difficult days.

Immediately following the wonderful days here celebrating the

centenary of Loris Malaguzzi

we found ourselves facing a situation of absolute emergency

and great uncertainty, that is testing our Country today.

These are difficult days, but we are continuing to work

with hope and commitment in order to be able to continue

building futures.

Infant-toddler centres, preschools, and schools of every kind

for all ages up to university have been closed.
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It has been necessary to close visits to our exhibitions and
ateliers here at the Loris Malaguzzi International Centre, and
learning and

cancel all the activities of professional

development.

These choices are shared by all Italian schools and all of Italy’

s public spaces.

They are necessary choices for safeguarding our more fragile
citizens

and to avoid repercussions on our health service

which is facing enormous workloads with great professionalism
and great responsibility fo guarantee the health of every one
of us.

This completely unknown and unforeseen situation

obliges us to rethink our daily way of life, our work, and our

relations,
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our way of seeing others and everything that surround us.

We cannot shake hands with each other, cannot hug each other

cannot kiss each other.

We can have meetings with no more than three people, while

maintaining a safe distance.

We know how important relations are for all of us

how essential to our way of life.

Physical encounter with each other is important, the way we

look at each other

and now all this has changed.

A, ZLTRHELERYELIRTOLDITHT B5F DR HITD
WTH T,

FF-BIEBEWIEFTLIEL, #8892 TEFEHA,

FRATBH2HTY,

3AREIIRSRWESICLT, ReREHER->TVWNITI—T 1>
TETIEHTEET,

MEBIIBEMBREV) LDOVFELELEICE > TECNIEICEEN 1> TV

9,

MIbDEEZEICIRNERVLDTT,

MEICHSI L WVWI 2 R>ARUT, TNERLENEEVER 554

HNTY,

SR INDITRTELY F L1,




2:27

2:30

2:38

2:41

2:53

3:01

3:05

However we have the digital, and technology

which make it possible to keep the flame of our relations alive,

make it possible for us tfo continue in our exchanges

and to generate thinking.

Certainly digital can never replace encounters where we feel

each others’ physical presence, encounters between people,

which we hope to be able to experience again very soon.

But in the meantime we can continue to have our reflections,

generate thoughts

and stay together.

All of us can, reciprocally, mutually, be a support for each other.

Therefore we are designing web conferencing and webinars,

on-line lessons, and other content
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that soon we will be able to share with you remotely, and which

we will be telling you about very soon.

We continue our work, here at the Malaguzzi Centre, or from

our homes with smartworking.

All the suspended study groups have been re-scheduled

and we are working to reschedule and reactivate all the

activities and all the events that have been postponed.

So you see, we are continuing to make plans

and we feel a stonger and stonger sense of that "nostalgia for

the future" Loris Malaguzzi spoke of.

We hope we will be able to meet together as soon as possible

and we hope to see the Malaguzzi Centre full of citizens, of

parents, children
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students, teachers and educators from our city, from Italy, and

from all around the world.
Above all we hope very soon to see our schools full of children

again.

Knowing that you are close to us at this time is of very great
comfort.

This difficult time will pass

and very soon we hope to celebrate a return to everyday life,
which we imagine even more impassioned and animated with
activities and projects

because something we feel very strongly within us, is the desire
to continue developing projects, exchanges of viewpoint,
dialogue, and communication with you all.

Like, for example, visiting this exhibition together.

“Clay, Prelude to a Manual”
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which we inaugurated recently at the Centre during Loris

Malaguzzi centenary celebrations together with other

exhibitions.

So I thank all of you, for everything you are doing for us today

and I thank all of you now, beforehand, for everything we will

be capable of building in the future together.

Many thanks, many hugs, all the best with your work.

And may we meet again soon

The profession of educating is one of many possible

rebeginnings for living and working for the future.
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